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1305  Church, Mission and Ministry Week 8b Prospects for Renewal  

 

A: The Emerging Church 

 

Extracts from M. Frost  and A. Hirsch, The Shaping of Things to Come, Hendrickson 

2003. 

 

A. Hallmarks of a missional church: 

 

1. The missional church proclaims the gospel. 

2. The missional church is a community where all members are involved in learning to 

become disciples of Jesus. 

3. The Bible is normative in this church’s life. 

4. The church understands itself as different from the world because of its par ticipation 

in the life, death, and resurrection of its Lord. 

5. The church seeks to discern God’s specific missional vocation for the entire 

community and for all of its members. 

6. A missional community is indicated by how Christians behave toward one 

another. 

7. It is a community that practices reconciliation. 

8. People within the community hold themselves accountable to one another in love. 

9. The church practices hospitality 

10. Worship is the central act by which the community celebrates with joy and 

thanksgiving both God’s presence and God’s promised future. 

11. This community has a vital public witness. 

12. There is a recognition that the church itself is an incomplete expression of the reign of 

God. 

 

Three additional principles are: 

 

1. The missional church is incarnational, not attractional, in its ecclesiology. By 

incarnational we mean it does not create sanctified spaces into which unbelievers must 

come to encounter the gospel. Rather, the missional church disassembles itself and seeps 

into the cracks and crevices of a society in order to be Christ to those who don’t yet know 

him. 

 

2. The missional church is messianic, not dualistic, in its spirituality. That is, it adopts the 

worldview of Jesus the Messiah, rather than that of the Greco Roman empire. Instead of 

seeing the world as divided between the sacred (religious) and profane (nonreligious), 

like Christ it sees the world and God’s place in it as more holistic and integrated. 

(See also J. Thwaites, The Church Beyond the Congregation, Eerdmans 1999) 

 

3. The missional church adopts an apostolic, rather than a hierarchical, mode of 

leadership. By apostolic we mean a mode of leadership that recognizes the 

fivefold model detailed by Paul in Ephesians( It abandons the triangular hierarchies of the 

traditional church and embraces a biblical, flat-leadership 
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community that unleashes the gifts of evangelism, apostleship, and prophecy, as well as 

the currently popular pastoral and teaching gifts. 
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B: Mission in All Things 

 

But no thought is given to establish hat church members are already doing in their 

neigh15 and laces of work. No attempt is made, for example, to identify the medical 

practitioner who has changed the approach to patients by providing counseling and 

practical support rather than just curative care. No attempt is made to identify the local [ 

official] in the congregation who is tackling certain important quality of life and social 

issues in the community. No attempt is made to support the lady who is conducting an 

informal neighborhood Bible study group. No attempt is made to support prayerfully the 

teacher who has just started work in an inner-city school with many pupils from broken 

families. And no attempt is made to see one family’s care for their disabled child as a 

ministry worthy of the church’s support and prayers. 

More than that, we don’t see businessmen, students, youth workers, lecturers, 

electricians, and homemakers as having missional roles in their worlds. If a businessman 

starts a prayer breakfast in a local restaurant, the church will notify its 

members and support the program. But if a businessman attempts to use his influence) 

develop ethical schemes through his business to serve the needy or create 

jobs for the unemployed we traditionally don’t see this as mission. We don’t see the hug 

creation of friendships that parents make through the local school as being anything to do 

with mission (unless they’re inviting them to church). We can’t see the regular gathering 

of surfers at their local beach as part of the net that catches people into the kingdom of 

God. 
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C: The Medium is the Message 
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D: Paradigm Shift 

 

.Most notable have been the shifts from the pre-Copernican to the Copernican, from the 

Newtonian to the Einsteinian, from relativity to quantum physics, and so on. Or as Lewis 

Mumford says it, “Every (transition) . . . has rested on a new metaphysical and 

ideological base, or rather, upon deeper stirrings and intuitions whose rationalized 

expressions take the form of a new picture of the cosmos and of (humanity).” 

In that the church is also meant to be a community embracing the search for truth, Kuhn’s 

book is a tremendous resource in our attempts to reframe the mission of the church in the 

new millennial context. It also serves as a warning to us as to how easily vital new 

perspectives can be stifled by a predominant paradigm, some thing that has sadly been so 

much a part of the historical Christendom project. It is important for the church to know 

something about how the shift from one paradigm to another takes place. 

 

A paradigmatic shift involves the following stages: 

1. We begin with a well-established paradigm that dominates the thinking or 

consciousness, scientific philosophy, and cosmology of a period. Though dominant, the 

preexistent paradigm should encourage a sense of expectation and searching, and so the 

quest for answers goes on. This is also a vital clue to us as it legitimizes an ongoing 

search for truth. 
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2. An increasing sense of anomaly develops from within the paradigm, that is, a feeling 

that something is wrong with the paradigm. That something might be as yet indiscernible, 

but there is a sense that something is awry. Oddly enough, this occurs precisely because 

the current methodology within the given paradigm enables the real experts to master all 

aspects of the paradigm, This means that they (the experts) are the ones most able and 

likely to perceive when things are wrong. Consequently, it is those who understand the 

paradigm the best who are often the first ones to break from the consensus and begin 

what Kuhn calls “a roaming of the mind,” a new sense of freedom to perceive anomalies 

without re course to preconceived assumptions, without reference to the paradigm itself. 

This is an interesting intimation of the inner workings of the prophetic spirit in the social 

sense of the word. Those who really understand the problems of the paradigm most 

acutely are the first to sound the alarm that something is wrong. The Apostle Paul and 

Martin Luther come to mind. 

3. A slow-growing (but inexorable) recognition of the above occurs. The trickle becomes 

a flood. A group of dissenters emerge followed by a flurry of new theories in search of an 

alternative understanding of things. The beginnings of the process of transition is now 

taking place. 

4. A new paradigm (answer) begins to emerge, most often with Opposition by those who 

still hold strongly to the established paradigm. Copernicus saved his neck only by 

recanting from the “heresy” implied in his theory but was imprisoned for life. It is 

interesting that people are willing to persecute dissenters based on their assumptions 

about the world. This is probably because they have invested much of their sense of 

selfhood in the cui paradigm and so receive their legitimacy from it. This is also why 

denominations seldom permit questioning of their core organizations beliefs commonly 

called sacred cows. 

 

E: Movements of the Spirit 

 

Some movements n church history tend to focus on spiritual renewal (e.g., the 

charismatic movement and the monastic movement), and some tend to focus primarily on 

mission (e.g., the Wesleyan revival and the Society of Jesus). We would argue that the 

two forms are directly related, but we believe a close examination of all great movements 

will show that they really began with a sense of mission that has then been translated into 

a movement for renewal of the established church. Take the 1906—1909 Azusa Street 

Revival in Los Angeles, California. It began as an evangelistic outreach to the poor and 

developed into the Pentecostal movement, which in turn stimulated the charismatic 

movement. To make this clearer, it will be important to identify some of the 

characteristics of movements. For this we turn to Howard Snyder and his important book, 

Signs of the Spirit, which identifies the following as d of renewal movements. 

 

A thirst for renewal.  A holy discontent with what exists precipitates a recovery of the 

vitality and patterns of the early church. 

 

A new stress on the work of the Spirit: The work of the Spirit is seen not only as 

important in the past but also as an experience in the present. 
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An institutional-charismatic tension: In almost every case of renewal tensions within 

existing structures will arise. 

 

A concern for being a counter-cultural community: Movements call the church to more 

radical commitment and a more active tension with the world. 

 

Nontraditional or nonordained leadership : Renewal movements are often led by people 

with no recognized formal leadership status in the church. Charismatic capacity is the 

key. Furthermore, women are more noticeably active in movements. 

 

Ministry to the poor: Movements almost always involve people at the grass-roots level. 

They actively involve the masses (the uneducated or socially outcast) and often start 

as mission among the poor (St. Francis, the Wesleys, Salvation Army). 

 

Energy and dynamism: New movements have the ability to excite and enlist others as 

leaders and participants. 

 

F: Jesus at the Centre 
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B: Prospects for Revival 
 

The European Prophetic College 

 A REVIVAL MANIFESTO 

HAB 3:1 

  

Our standpoint and the way ahead 

  

 

The Purpose of a Revival 

God is Father, our Father. He is the beginner, the originator of all things. His Word defines, it gives life and 

purpose. Our Lord and saviour, Jesus Christ is the very epitome of God’s thought and the focal point of the 

purposes of Heaven. The Spirit of the Father permeates and upholds all things; the Spirit of God is the 

bringer of holiness and through his operations all things are lifted into its specific role in serving the eternal 

purposes of God. In Christ, and only through Him, does man find rest and purpose in an eternal “unto God” 

– Rom 6:11.  

  

Revival holds a returning to origins, a turning back to original intentions and purposes. The new, that which 

is truly alive and full of life, is that which is properly anchored in the old, in what God has stated as 

absolutes. The Father brings newness of life by taking His people back to beginnings. It is no small thing, it 

is indeed a tremendous task to recover and settle in the purposes of God. Man is not sufficient for this. 

Human enthusiasm and effort will not level with the standards of Heaven. God is the originator of the 

retracing of the paths of old, of an ascent to the holy hill of Zion. “A glorious throne, set on high from the 

beginning, is the place of our sanctuary.” Jer 17:12.  

  

Revival holds a specific and definitive authentification of the Church. A returning to the eternal purposes of 

God holds an ever growing correspondence to that which is to be found in Christ. Maturity equals 

christlikeness. The fruits of the presence of God in His Church are signs and wonders which cannot be 

spoken against. Fidelity, faithfulness, perseverance, veracity, godliness and humility are all aspects of the 

priestly ministry of reconciliation – these things are from God, signs of His presence and wondrous 

operations of the Law of the Spirit of Life; 2 Cor 5:18, Rom 8:1-2.  

Quality, otherness, plumb line and a solid and sensible testimony by the indwelling Holy Spirit are words 

and concepts describing the content of the authentification of the Church. The very heart of the reviving 

influence is something which cannot be explained in human terms, it is an element brought in into human 

existence which has its origin in a realm beyond the created world. One small sentence summarises: “As in 

Heaven, so on Earth” – a prayer to be prayed, a measuring rod to be applied, a state and order of being to 

be pursued. 

  

The necessity of correspondence, the call for veracity, the common loss of dignity and majesty and the 

absence of the glory of God are major incitements opening man’s heart and the content of the speaking into 

his conscience driving him to prayer for revival. “Thou son of man, show the House to the house of Israel, 

that they may be ashamed of their iniquities and let them measure the pattern.” Eze 43:10.  

The revival to be expected in the near future is one which focuses the House of the Lord and the Throne to 

be established among the people of God. “You are being built together into a dwelling of God in the 

Spirit.” Ef 2:22. This building will by its very presence tell about Heaven in a manner which only Heaven 

itself can speak. The Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Holiness is the Spirit of prophecy testifying to the work 

and presence of Jesus Christ among His people, in His people. The purpose of revival is the formation of a 

people for His praise in the very knowledge of the holy. Isa 43:21, Prov 9:10. 

  

The revival which by necessity lies ahead, which is prepared and made ready for God’s Zion, for the 

assembly of the hungry, for the company of the committed, for the solemn gathering of peacemakers, this 

revival will produce a call to the people of God to represent fullness, the attaining to the measure and 

stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ, the growing up in all aspects unto Him. The revival which 

by necessity lies ahead will present the possibility for a renewal of minds and hearts, a putting on of the 

new self which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth. Its 

keyword ought to be correspondence, a sacrificial identification with the fundamental purposes of God, a 
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state of being and a mode of operation in which – only in which – the glory of God may be expected to be 

seen and experienced.  

Every effort directed towards a reviving of His people for the sake of reaching divine goals will come from 

Him who is the beginner and originator of all things, and the goal will be a solemn, eternal “unto God”. In 

this we will be required to follow hard after the Lord with sacrificial willingness and persistence. 

  

The Necessity of Revival 

The perennial burden of the Lord: Ears shut to His voice and eyes blinded by contemporary cultural 

impressions. Consciences insensitive to heavenly perspectives, perception blurred and twisted by spectacles 

proportioned for this world. Hearts of stone, barren fields, grain falling on shallow land only to be burnt by 

the sun. An unrepentant people. A straying nation.  

The perennial burden of parts of the Church: Why do we have to go on without renewal and revival? And 

the answer is a classic one: We are content to live without it, addicted to mediocrity or mistaking it for 

sensationalism and sensuality, dreaming our minds away into a folly of fantasy. Ours is a time marked by 

complacency and indifference, our own realm of existence is ruled by lethargy and a lack of conviction.  

  

The revival desperately needed is one of exchanging the prevalent addiction to mediocrity for an 

uncompromising stance as to seeking the Lord and a thorough vindication of His word. The revival 

desperately needed contains a substantial element of turning away from the common rationalisation of 

mediocrity. The revival so desperately needed recovers sobriety, sensibility and a serious seeking of true 

spirituality – 1 Pet 4:7-8. The awakened church becomes aware of the fact that the church at large has been 

squeezed into a mould of pretence and vanity, enticed and deceived by the world – gr. Kosmos, a diadem, a 

costly masterpiece, blazing and flashy in appearance but directing the mind set thereon off of the beaten 

path.  

  

To live rightly before the Lord, we must think rightly about God. Revival is never simple. Returning to 

principles and absolutes requires thoroughness and persistency. Fragmentation and oversimplification are 

diseases picked up at certain modern schools of theological and prophetic thinking in which greatness and 

dignity have been dismissed as obsolete. The bankruptcy of pragmatism will with all its devastating power 

reach each and every instance given over to shallowness and generalisation. The ministry of the interior 

must come and the games played at the outer court will end.  

  

The perennial burden of the Lord: A people which eagerly seeks every heavenly blessing, trying to bypass 

the necessity of repentance and sanctification. A people which expects restoration without holiness. A 

people which enjoys what they call glory, an earthly phenomenon containing no heavenly substance, a 

substitute and a matter of pretence. As the backbone of this stance we find a humanistic frame of mind at 

work in redefining man’s position in regards to the cross of Christ, the sacrificial submission of man and 

the authority of God – items misunderstood and inverted in certain groups of churches, the majesty of God 

lost and with this the loss of a reverential fear of God. 

  

The expression of the presence of God, the climate of a revival which will impress and revolutionise is 

constituted by righteousness, goodness and truth. The expression of the presence of the Lord is melted 

hearts which will bring the hardest heart to the point of melting. The expression of the presence of the 

Spirit of Life consists of exchanging the form of godliness for its living power. Revival is a voluntary and 

determined return to the fundamentals of Heaven, a panting after communion with the source of all being, a 

desperate searching for the Saviour. 

  

The Prospect of Revival 

The words of the LORD are pure words, like silver refined in an earthen furnace, purified seven times. Psa 

12:6. The promises of a quickening, the prospects of revival, are as bright as the word of prophecy; 

whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place. 2 Pet 1:19. 

Revivals are regulated by law, the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. A personal awakening is bound 

up with a growing experience of heavenly realities, of truth. An awakening is the law of Life in operation. 

A desire for revival opens for the law of Life to begin its penetration of minds and hearts. “Behold My 

servant, whom I uphold; Mine elect, in whom My soul delighteth; I have put My spirit upon him, he shall 

make the right to go forth to the nations.” Isa 42:1. The law of Life revives, it makes the right to go forth, it 
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brings justice, it convicts and sets free. Revivals are regulated by law. Revival is set forth as, perhaps, the 

brightest promise in the Word of God, it is set forth as a law which cannot be overruled. 

  

Revival – an ongoing event in the innermost being of man. Revival – the law of the Spirit of Life at work in 

man’s inward parts. Revival – the ministry of God, the administration of God in the interior. Revival – the 

reality of the indwelling Christ. Revival, an operation undertaken by God, God alone; but a work to be 

pursued, desperately pursued by man according to the promise inherent in life itself.  

Revival – a sudden intensification of the worship of God. Revival – a sudden intensification of the 

awareness of the realities of Heaven. Revival – a sudden intensification of the necessity of adhering to and 

radically adjusting to the law of the Spirit. “The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him 

forever.” Revival – a realisation of the meaning of man; made according to one purpose alone, to be 

worshipers of God. Revival – God bringing his created beings back to their aim and purpose. Is not God 

sufficient for this? Did he produce the means for this, but somehow being hindered and restricted in this 

effort? Revival is God’s design. Recovering what was lost is a fundamental pursuit of Heaven, and He, the 

God of hope, will not relent.  

  

Revival equals recovering. Revival holds a bringing back to, a returning to. Revival contains an 

apprehending, a capturing of for the sake and purpose of. Revival according to Paul: “Not that I have 

already obtained, or am already made perfect: but I press on, if so be that I may lay hold on that for which 

also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus.” Phil 3:12.  

Revival equals a returning to true worship, to spiritual, Spirit-imbued worship. In days ahead there will be a 

capstone, a top stone, a head stone positioned in the temple of the Spirit – Zech 4:7. It will be done in days 

when the people set to the side for His praise fully understands and becomes totally involved in undefiled 

worship. Revival holds an apprehension and a formation of a people who will be bearers of the newness of 

life according to the law of the Spirit of life.  

God is the initiator of the building of this temple, He is apprehending and preparing, He is the giver of life. 

The House of the Lord, the administration and ministry of the House of the Lord will be the very focus of 

the revival to come. The throne, and the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world, will stand as the 

point of integration and evaluation in the awakening to come. Heaven, as it is, is the means of revival and 

therefore the absolute guarantee of the possibility of revival. Law, the law of the Spirit of life will go forth 

from the throne, it will spring forth from Zion. 

  

The Conditions of a Revival 

A final bankruptcy of pragmatism and self-sufficiency is one fundamental condition for revival. Spiritual 

values and heavenly practices are all of the Living God and meant to please Him. No flesh will ever 

succeed in surviving the fire of the altar.  

A demarcation line between the Church and the world, a rebuilding of the wall between that which is 

secular and that which is holy is to be considered a necessity. Heaven will not form a compact or end up in 

any alliance with what is declared to be earthly. 

  

The way ahead is the way back, back to a priestly position regarding the fundamentals of the Cross. We 

may not allow ourselves to think that a real revival, a solid awakening can ever occur unless it is 

characterised by a return to that great and final sacrifice of the Lamb of God, who is the eternal propitiation 

for our sins and by whose precious blood atonement was for ever provided for all who repent and give 

themselves to God. Without the shedding of the blood there is no remission of sin and unless the blood of 

Christ is preached and the cross lifted high before the eyes of men, how can men be saved and brought to 

spiritual maturity. 

  

Veracity, fidelity to what is true and godly is a requirement to be delicately considered and persistently 

pursued to its uttermost end. Law will spring forth from Zion. The holy hill of God is the very place unto 

which a repentant sinner expectantly looks to hear truth being spoken in love. We ought to pray ourselves 

into this fact and consider it to be a human right to be guarded and to be provided for to satisfy the need 

represented in each and every human being. 

A true revival does not deliver spiritual blessings without repentance and viable regeneration. A true 

revival does not offer restoration without holiness. A true revival does not mimic the glory of God, 

heavenliness is a substantial other. 
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A solid revival anchors in the sobering fact that we are aimed to be servants of the most high God, the Lord 

of lords. A reversal of this order inherent in creation results in a moral collapse and is in itself an incitement 

for revival. Revival recovers priestliness and servanthood. 

  

A revival holds a reorientation, a turning back to the Word of God as being the instructive master and a 

severing sword. A reviving is a reviving according to the Word, Ps 119:107. Revivals begin by praying for 

men who would give themselves to the Word, who dare to give themselves to the burning furnace of the 

refiner. Revivals begin by men of stature and maturity produced as they have been spent in a long, solitary 

pursuit of God. Men of this category will be instruments able in their preaching to touch consciences. Men 

of this category will be able produce a preaching that makes Christians pray and sinners weep. They are 

men who have been brought back to the Word for the sake of obtaining life, spending their lives and 

thereby giving life. 

  

Revival is never without demand. “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, 

O God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion: build thou the walls of Jerusalem.” 

Ps 51:17-18. Man is required to take an unrestricted, uncompromising, self-sacrificial stance. Revival never 

comes without the cross as the radical other, the radical cure. Revival condemns flesh. It takes us far 

beyond and very much deeper than an “accepting Christ” in an overheated, sensual atmosphere generated 

by motivational speakers and the suggestive beat of contemporary Christian music. It means the destruction 

of the flesh. Radical conversion, radical alteration, radical change of goal and course, radical behavioural 

change. It touches the inward parts, a touching which will produce substantial changes in the outer court. 

Revivals appear as a practical outworking among men of the controversy of the Lord. And indeed, this 

controversy holds large proportions. God begins the process of judgment in His own House.  

  

The Price of Revival 

God is the creator, the originator of life. He gives life, but there is a price to be paid by man. Revival comes 

one way, God’s way. This way of the Lord is at any given moment a sacrificial way. Eph 5:1-2. The price 

to be paid is to learn to live sacrificially, to live priestly. The centrality of the cross and its implications in 

fellowship, in controversies, in communication and in the breakdown of relations will never become 

overstated or overestimated. This is the perennial burden of the Lord – Oh, that my people would listen to 

and apprehend, take heed to and be healed by the Gospel of the beloved, my Son, and His complete 

obedience unto death for the sake of bringing life.  

  

The cross carries a message of totality as to the failure and breakdown of human ability and sufficiency in 

recovering the glory and dignity intended for mankind. The cross of Christ brings the heart of man to a halt 

in its efforts to produce religiously that which only Heaven can give. It is placed and planted in the reality 

of man to develop an utter completeness regarding the emptying and abandonment of self-efficacy and self-

glorification. This process is meant to reduce man to nought for the sake of creating a noble personality, 

maturing in Christ unto dignity and godliness. It will continue in its course “till we all attain unto the unity 

of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a fullgrown man, unto the measure of the stature 

of the fulness of Christ”. Ef 4:13.  

  

A revival brings each and every man involved back to the cross, to see and apprehend the 

comprehensiveness and sufficiency of the meaning of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. A 

reviving of the inner man brings insight and revelation into the mystery of the centrality of the cross even in 

the resurrection aspect of the Christian life. Life, heavenly life, heavenly quality will flow from a broken 

vessel and from such a vessel only. Life, the life of the Lamb which was slain, springs fort according to the 

law of the grain of wheat, according to the law of the Spirit of life. Life, heavenly life is given to be given 

away. Efforts to encapsulate it will end in a total loss. A dreadful thing it is to accept that all things must 

have its source in and come from God to be pleasing to God. 

  

Blessed are the poor in spirit. . . Blessed are those who dare to accept a complete dependency on God in 

everything, for Him to be all in all. Blessed is the man who comes to an end of himself. Blessed is the man 

who realises and accepts the emptying and the dependency to be a benefit, even the greatest of them all.  

Who is sufficient for these things? And who is competent for this? Who is qualified for this? And who is 

adequate to these things! 2 Cor 2:16, various translations.  
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Blessed is the man who surrenders his position, his throne. Blessed is the man who commits his life to the 

greater course, a different kingdom, to a far greater and nobler pursuit than the protection and preserving of 

his own. Blessed, revived is the man who allows himself to be spent for the sake of living a priestly life. 

  

A revival, a day of power will find a point of beginning in the willingness of the people of God – Ps 110:3. 

Revivals are commonly to be experienced among those who wait for the Lord to come as redeemer, as life-

giver and as sanctifier. Revivals are to be found to appear as a response to the availability of the people of 

God. The very waiting on God is the mystery and the main trait of a revival at hand and of a revival at 

work. Willingness creates a day of power. Waiting on God formulates the format of the day of power. 

Willingness and waiting, perseverance and prayer assist God in His day of power. Revivals begin as men 

bend the knee in persistent prayer, revivals consist of prayer and intercession, revivals are generated in the 

prayer chamber, revivals are sustained in righteous prayer, revivals revive and reinstate praying, revivals 

will never last without much prayer, a revival co-insides with the willingness of man to give himself to 

prayer.  

  

The climate of a revival is tempered by the fire of a furnace. Its fire is lit to be a refiners fire. A fire is 

conditioned and purposed to bring life, so does a revival . Fire devastates, so does a cross-centered revival. 

The fire of the Lord does not allow itself to be captured and controlled, a revival lies in God’s hands. A 

revival fire must be tended to and restricted from abuse. Man must take his hands off of its development, 

yet stay with it to guard it and fan it. The climate of a revival brings probing and testing of man’s innermost 

aspirations. It brings out his best and isolates his worst. A revival is like a refiners fire, it cleanses, it sheds 

light, it brings integrity and integration. It restores and brings forth eternal, imperishable qualities. Its fire is 

like hell to the unrepentant and it certainly burns the love of God into every willing being. It is indeed the 

climate of the melted heart established for the sake of the melting of hearts. 

  

A revival needs a man in the gap. A revival will take a man in the gap to begin. Revivals are marked and 

remembered by its men, by those who dare to stand in the gap. Revivals come God’s way, according to 

God’s perspective and intentions but they begin in a man’s heart. “I will raise me up a faithful priest, that 

shall do according to that which is in my heart and in my mind.” 1 Sam2:35. A man according to the heart 

of the Lord. Priestliness according to heavenly measure. Royal stature entirely adjusted according to the 

Lord’s own plumb line. A revival will occur if such a man is raised to stand, to stand firm. A revival will be 

brought in where the people of the Lord is brought back to a recognition of the price to be paid and a 

willingness to pay the cost.  

  

A revival will become a reality wherever a company of committed decides to recover the art of crying out 

to the Lord, wherever the fellowship of the burning heart gathers to partake in carrying of the perennial 

burden of the Lord. His cry is an “Oh, that my people would. . .” Our cry must correspond to His. Revival 

begins in a great, common “Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that 

the mountains might flow down at thy presence, as when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the 

waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!” 

Isa 64:1-2  The Church which has renounced its role as a bearer of the burden of the Lord and taken 

redemption to mean deliverance from pain and problem, even from the sharing in the sufferings of Christ is 

the one section of the people of God in the gravest need of revival.  

Revival begins when we have captured this absolute sense of urgency, when we lift off the yoke of 

complacency, when we solemnly come together to take part in priestly ministry before the Lord. Revival 

will become a blessed reality when we gather as a people purposed for His praise. 

  

A covenant to be considered, declared and earnestly, ardently kept 

Jehoiada, the priest, made a covenant between himself, the king, and the people that they would be the 

LORD’s people. 2Ch 23:16 

King Hezekiah: It is in my heart now to make a covenant with the LORD God of Israel so that His fierce 

wrath may turn away from us. 2Ch 29:10 

  

Revivals require commitment. Revivals are kindled and kept alive on covenant ground. Priestly ministry, a 

function at the core of every revival, stands firmly on the covenants of the Lord. “My covenant with Levi, 

the priestly ministry, was one of life and peace, and I gave these to him; it called for reverence, and he 
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revered Me and stood in awe of My name.” Mal 2:5. Revivals are secured by men who formulate a 

covenant and enters into a covenant relation with the Lord to stand firm in reverently seeking the face of 

God. Succeeding in bringing life and peace to the people comes solely on covenant ground.  

  

Priests, intercessors, ministers of life and peace must go through a process of cleansing, a refiners fire. The 

priestly ministry must, to become efficient, go through a thorough severing by sword. Revival requires a 

renouncing of the delusive quality of all human glory, demands a giving up of thrones, an abandonment of 

independence, a letting go of carnal ambition and religious satisfaction, an uprooting of pride and boasting. 

Revival requires a covenant to be cut which profoundly declares a counting as worthless all things which 

the Holy Spirit classifies as belonging to the earthly realm. Revival expects a giving up for the sake of the 

creation of a vessel to carry the newness of life. Revival aims at and carries through a cleansing for the sake 

of priestly gain. Revival is Heaven substantiated, eternal qualities on display. An apprehending leading to a 

permanent establishing of a work of these dimensions and proportions must have a covenant conscious 

heart at its core.  

  

A model for the formulating of a covenant which will set mind and heart rightly before the Lord in regards 

to the facts of the necessity and prospects of a revival: 

Blessed are, truly awakened, spiritually alert and maturing are the poor in spirit – I give myself to the 

emptying work of the cross. 

Blessed are, truly awakened, spiritually alert and maturing are the gentle – I give myself to the formation of 

a priestly, a sacrificial mindset. 

Blessed are, truly awakened are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness – My heart and conscience is 

in great need of a revelation in this realm.  

Blessed are, truly awakened are the merciful – Begin a thoroughgoing work in me unto maturity displayed 

in the development of spiritual fruitfulness and faithfulness. 

Blessed are, truly awakened are the pure in heart – Open my eyes to true spiritual realities. 

Blessed are, truly awakened, spiritually alert and maturing are the peacemakers – Produce in us the ability 

to minister life and peace. 

Blessed are, truly awakened, spiritually alert and maturing are those who are persecuted for righteousness – 

Allow us to become spiritually real, vessels of wonders that by necessity must be gainsaid or reacted to in 

thorough repentance unto newness of Life. 

  

Lars Widerberg 

Intercessors Network 

  

  

Naked and Not Ashamed: A Message to the Angel of the Church in Perth 

Concerning the Testimony of Jesus 10.12.05  John Yates 

 

Introduction 

 

Greetings to the reader, this is a prophetic article that relays the contents of some 

impressions received by the author and others on the final morning of 3 days of prayer, 

fasting and repentance for the state of the church in Perth.  These 3 days, supported by 

several city wide mission and prayer networks, arose out of a conviction that God was 

seeking to bring the church more deeply in line with his will. 

 

Scripture references are included in the text below in the order they were prayed through 

in the meeting.  The initials DT refer to Diana Thomas, WH is Wayne Harnett and the 

first person singular refers to John Yates.  (My apologies for omissions, as much of this is 

from memory.)  
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The Focus of our Praying 

 

We began praying intentionally for a specific revelation for Perth, “Lord reveal the 

secrets of your heart!” (DT).  We believed there was biblical precedent for such a prayer 

in terms of the letters to the seven churches in the book of Revelation.  In each case, the 

communication through the human messenger (the apostle John, Rev 1:9) concerning the 

testimony of Jesus (Rev 1:1- 2) was directed to an “angel of the church” (Rev 2:1, 8, 12, 

18; 3:1, 7, 14).  It is assumed that “the angel” is to be understood, as is usual in 

Revelation (5:2; 7:2; 8:3 etc.), as a heavenly messenger.  

 

It seems that the prophetic revelation to humanity will in some way be enacted by an 

angelic being that has authority over the spiritual realm of a city.  (In a similar fashion, 

see Daniel 10:10 -11:1).  More generally, we stood on the promise, “Surely the Lord GOD 

does nothing, without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets.” (Am 3:7).  

 

I was reminded of my impression of the crowds on Melbourne Cup Day spilling out from 

Ascot Racecourse (1 Nov) – “it was like Sodom and Gomorrah on the streets of Perth – 

men carting women suggestively back to motel rooms, drunken people staggering across 

the road, half naked females, public propositioning… the grief in the heart of God over 

the state of the city and the lack of urgency in the church was overwhelming.” 

 

If God did not enact his judgement on these cities without speaking to Abraham (Gen 

18:16- 33) as a prophet (Gen 20:7); then it must be the case that he will not act in Perth 

without telling his church of his purposes.  He consulted Abraham because he chose him 

(Gen 18:19), and we as the church are the chosen people of God in this city (1 Pet 2:9). 

 

We continued to seek God on the basis of the appearance of Jesus in Revelation 2- 3 and 

asked, “give us ears to hear what Spirit is saying to churches”.  (Even though Jesus spoke 

a specific message to each church, it was to be listened to and communicated to all the 

rest.)  We were praying for a word from Jesus to the church in Perth that would also be a 

communication to the church throughout the throughout the world 

 

The Face and Presence of God 

 

One of our number (DT) prayed from Exodus 33:15- 16 ““If your presence will not go, 

do not carry us up from here. 
16 

For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your 

sight, I and your people, unless you go with us? In this way, we shall be distinct, I and 

your people, from every people on the face of the earth.”” 

 

She related how yesterday someone had a picture of Jesus with his face turned away from 

us, as she prayed now she could sense his face turning towards us.  

Throughout most of the scriptures, “presence” is a way of translating the literal word for 

“face”. 

 

We prayed through Acts 3:17- 21, a text whose word on refreshing from the presence of 

the Lord that has often been important in past revivals.  
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17” 
“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 

18 
In 

this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah 

would suffer. 
19 

Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out, 
20 

so that times of refreshing may come from the presence (Greek = “face”) of the Lord, and 

that he may send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus, 
21 

who must remain in 

heaven until the time of universal restoration that God announced long ago through his 

holy prophets.”” 

 

From this point we began to sense God was speaking to us, more than us speaking to him. 

 

God is not Ashamed 

 

We were drawn to texts in Hebrews to do with God not being ashamed of his people. 

“
10 

It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 

children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
11 

For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father, For this 

reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
12 

saying,“I will proclaim 

your name to my brothers and sisters,in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.”
13 

And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again,“Here am I and the children whom 

God has given me.””(Heb 2:10- 13) 

“
16 

But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 

ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.” (Heb 11:16)  

Another (DT) prayed about the mercy and compassion of God for Perth as a “great city”, 

like Nineveh when warned of judgement in the days of Jonah. Jonah complained, “I knew 

that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, 

and ready to relent from punishing”, then God replied,
 11 “

And should I not be concerned 

about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty 

thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many 

animals?” 

I began to pick up the theme of shame as it moved through scripture. “
24 

Therefore a man 

leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
25 

And 

the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.” (Gen 2:24- 25).  In the 

union of Adam and Eve in the beginning there was no shame.  
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 “
7 

Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they 

sewed fig leaves together and made loin coverings for themselves.
8 

They heard the sound 

of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man 

and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the 

garden. 
9 
But the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 

10 
He 

said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and 

I hid myself.”” (Gen 3:7- 10).  Sin brought shame between the first couple and with god.  

They vainly tried to cover up their spiritual nakedness with a physical covering. 

Ultimately, the story about Adam and Eve is about Christ and the church.  
25 “

Husbands, 

love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 
26 

in order to 

make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the word, 
27 

so as to present 

the church to himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle or anything of the kind—yes, 

so that she may be holy and without blemish…
31 

“For this reason a man will leave his 

father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 
32 

This is 

a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church.”(Eph 5:26- 27, 31- 32) 

Despite the prayer emphasis of many intercessors for a future cleansing of the church, 

scripture emphasizes the powerful past cleansing we have as the body of Christ. “
9 

Do 

you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived! 

Fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, male prostitutes, sodomites, 
10 

thieves, the greedy, 

drunkards, revilers, robbers—none of these will inherit the kingdom of God. 
11 

And this is 

what some of you used to be. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were 

justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.”(1 Cor 6:9- 

11). 

I prayed into the fact that we all know from personal experience that every one of the sins 

Paul says Christians have been cleansed from exist today in the church in this city. 

Then, in a very intimate way, Jesus led us to a later word in the same letter that seemed to 

hold a key for what he wanted to say and do in releasing us from our sin.  “For it is said, 

“The two shall be one flesh.” 
17 

But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with 

him.” (1 Cor 6:17).  The person in Christ is not one flesh with him, but something much 

deeper, one spirit. 

 

The Great “Cover –Up”  

Someone (WH) called to mind a scripture from the prophets, “
10 

Who among you fears 

the LORD and obeys the voice of his servant, who walks in darkness and has no light, yet 

trusts in the name of the LORD and relies upon his God? 
11 

But all of you are kindlers of 

fire, lighters of firebrands. Walk in the flame of your fire, and among the brands that you 

have kindled!”(Isa 50:10- 11)  

I then prayed, “What is this “lighting of fires” but our titles, buildings, prosperity, 

consumerism, possessions, reputation… that we make so important….. “Naked but not 

ashamed” says the Lord”   I saw a picture from the 2004 Prayer Summit, a person 
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covered with layer upon layer of clothing.  This represents all the human ways in which 

we seek to cover over our shame. 

 

God seemed to be saying, “I’m stripping (my) people of their lustful sensual experience 

that goes on in the church and masquerades as spirituality…“You have attached your 

reputation and your beauty to what I have not asked you to.  Your sole glory is in me, 

glory in the cross, and glory in the wisdom and understanding that comes from the cross.”   

God is hard at work spoiling the party that most people in the church seem to be involved 

in.  “
30 

He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, 

and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 
31 

in order that, as it is written, “Let 

the one who boasts, boast in
j
 the Lord.” (1 Cor 1:30 – 31) 

God is taking his people through a tunnel of darkness as he himself went through the 

tunnel of darkness on the cross (Mark 15:34).  To be in this tunnel of darkness is to be in 

the fellowship of the sufferings of Christ (Phil 3:10).  People will take glory for 

themselves (away from God), but we have no glory in ourselves, our true glory is in the 

cross.  God is sovereignly stripping many in this city of their false glory, he is disturbing 

us. 

 

People care about their cars, their bodies, their houses, their things etc, they are being 

used as coverings, as layers, as objects of glory to cover the shame that only Jesus can 

destroy.  We who are joined to the Lord are one spirit. He can no more be ashamed of us 

(in our union with Christ) than he can be ashamed of himself. 

 

God is against the message that says you are attractive if you have this or that.  People in 

churches are being held captive because of shame…the whole system of prosperity, ease, 

affluence, enjoyment is holding people captive through covering over shame without 

taking it away.  This is going to change. 

 

Things to Come 

 

This is what God is saying: 

  

“I have appointed this city to unmask this evil spiritual power – we are not something, we 

are not attractive because we have this or that or are prosperous or rich.  Like the 

Laodicean church this makes the Lord feel sick.  “
15 

“I know your works; you are neither 

cold nor hot. I wish that you were either cold or hot. 
16 

So, because you are lukewarm, 

and neither cold nor hot, I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 
17 

For you say, ‘I am 

rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing.’” (Rev 3:15- 17).  (Jesus feels sick, just like I 

spewed warm water out of my mouth after I took a drink on a cold day in Melbourne 

years ago.)  If we are “one spirit with the Lord” this means we can and should feel what 

Jesus feels – nausea.  A dynamic prayer meeting came to a halt in Perth years ago when 

those present spontaneously felt sick in the stomach but did not know where to go with it. 
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We have many antidotes to feeling this spiritual sickness.  Like the man I took to the 

airport Tuesday (6.12.05) that felt nauseous and immediately went to the chemist for a 

pill.  We have antidotes to feeling our spiritual adultery (James 4:4) and other sins; we 

have many antidotes for feeling sick about our sin and the sin of our city.  We have 

covered it all up and tried to relieve it.  This will not prevail. 

 

I sensed strongly the Lord said, “I am raising up that golden lampstand of the church in 

the city (Rev 1:12, 20; 2:1) that is more precious in my sight than any natural wealth, and 

I am causing it to shine the light of Christ so that it shines above every idolatry of 

affluence and prosperity.  I am going to show that this light is greater than the evil 

spiritual power of prosperity that is gripping this city.”  I felt that Jesus was saying to his 

angel, “Elevate the golden lampstand of the church in Perth.”  

 

Prophetic Destiny 

 

The true prophetic destiny of this church in this city amongst all the cities of the world is 

to warn against this thing.  It is to carry a warning in the economy of grace so as to warn 

others who like us share a boom economy (to China, to India, to…)not to follow the way 

we have taken in the past. 

 

God is raising up a people who are willing to go, and who I see going to the nations in the 

spirit of Jesus.  “
9 

For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 

was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become 

rich.”(2 Cor 8:9) “
4 

Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 

others. 
5 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 
who, though he was in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
7 
but 

emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being 

found in human form,
8 

he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death— 

even death on a cross.”(Phil 2:4- 8) 

 

“I will send people into the nations and the people in the nations will marvel at the 

sacrifice of the people in Perth.  They will say, “You’re  from a Western country, you 

have so much wealth how can you give up so much to be with us?”  And you will have 

authority to speak to them about Jesus.”  

 

“The spiritual authority is in proportion to the sacrifice.”  Think of the life of Jesus, think 

of the sufferings of Paul.   “I am raising up an apostolic church that is sent to the nations 

to bring back the treasures of the nations hidden in darkness (Isa 45:3) that you with them 

might bring the glory of nations into the New Jerusalem.  
“24 

The nations will walk by its 

light, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. 
25 

Its gates will never be shut 

by day—and there will be no night there. 
26 

People will bring into it the glory and the 

honor of the nations.” (Rev 21:24- 26). 
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“I am about to release the revelation of the inner spiritual beauty of the church in this city 

and take it into its true prophetic destiny.”  

 

The boom economy of gold, gas, iron ore, nickel, diamonds…is in God’s purposes SO 

THAT he might triumph over the idolatry of affluence in city and church and bring glory 

to himself as the lover of all men throughout the world.  This will prove that even the 

Western church, a church in affluence, can be a church in revival. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Revival in Western Australia – Friends of Jesus 

 

Background 

 

A few weeks ago I detailed what I believed the Lord was saying about the essential pre- 

conditions for revival.  This centred on the visitation of grace to those who know that 

they are not like God.  This latest meditation, generated by things coming to me in the 

night, left me with an unusual sense of joy and expectation. 

 

Expect the Wounds of a Friend 

 

Every revival begins with a wave of repentance
1
, but generally the need for this is not 

appreciated.  The Spirit is seeking to reveal that the rebuke of Jesus is that of a friend.
2
  

                                                 
1
 See this emphasis on repentance as a precondition for the outpouring of the Spirit in the preaching of Acts 

e.g. 2:38; 3:19; 8:22; 17:30. 
2
 “Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.” (Rev 3:19 
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Since, “Faithful are the wounds of a friend;” (Prov 27:6), the wounds that Jesus brings 

are healing wounds.  They come from someone who knows wounding himself. 

 

This is different from the impact of the “experts” whose status leaves us feeling they 

know better than us
3
.  The esteemed place our culture gives these titled people

4
, 

reinforces the fear deep within us that the judgement of a God will “fall on us” from a 

position high over us
5
.  Most in the church are therefore easily intimidated by its power 

brokers.  This always stifles creativity, risk and expression. 

 

A change is coming that will flatten all of this out.  Several years ago the Lord spoke to 

me about “the level playing field of the heart”, this is essentially about friendship.  True 

friends do fear one another’s judgements.   

 

Friends of Jesus 

 

“No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; 

but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known 

to you.”(John 15:15) 

 

The “friends” of Jesus know what he is doing in the same way that Jesus knew what the 

Father had in mind.  Since however most of the church does not seem to be in touch with 

what Christ wants, something must be blocking our experience of friendship.   

These further words explain where the problem lies, “You are my friends if you do what I 

command you.” (John 15:14).  The two outstanding things that Jesus has commanded us 

are these.   

 

1. “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved 

you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another.”” (John 13:34 -35) 

 

2.““Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”” (Matt 28:18 

-20).   

 

The combination of obedience to the love command and the Great Commission is about 

to release an experience of the friendship of Christ.  The church will become missional 

                                                 
3
 While I was praying this morning I saw two superimposed images, one was of the Lamb on church where 

the senior leader is symbolically and exclusively in the throne in heaven surrounded by worshippers (Rev 

5), the other was of the senior pastor of a large church on a platform high above the congregation, 

surrounded by their “worship team”.  This is a very dangerous image of hierarchy in the the place of Christ. 
4
 I always revered the title medical “doctor” until several errors were made in the course of my wife’s 

treatment for cancer in 2006, several of which she had to point out! 
5
 Judgement does “fall” on people (Isa 9:8; Rom 2:2) “from heaven” (Rom 1:18; 2 thess 1:7; Heb 12:25; 

Rev 10:1; 18:1; 20:9), but this is never on the saints.  Their deliverance comes “from heaven” (Phil 3:20; 1 

Thess 4:10; 4:16) 
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when it becomes an informal network of friends cooperating in the task of discipling 

nations
6
. 

 

The Church: A Company of Friends 

 

The story goes of how the senior pastor of a highly successful mega – church approached 

a long term ministry associate.  “Once”, he said, “we were good friends but now the 

ministry team has grown so big you need to understand that I am first of all your boss.”  

The relationship between these men had moved from equality to hierarchy, and hierarchy 

always images judgement.  Jesus is shifting the church from an executive leadership 

paradigm to a community of trustful love
7
. 

 

When we look at the early church an extraordinary dynamic is in play.  “And all who 

believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling their 

possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need….Now 

the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one said that 

any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. 

…and great grace was upon them all. (Acts 2:44 -45; 4:32- 33).  “If one member suffers, 

all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.”  (1 Cor 12:26) 

 

These passages describe a community of friends
8
.  Friends recognise differences in 

gifting, wealth, intellect, experience, spirituality etc. between them but none of these 

influence their relationship.  Friends experience one another as equals in life
9
. 

 

A Fair Dinkum Aussie Revival - Mateship in Christ  

 

The most sacred event of the year for Australians is Anzac Day.   It goes from strength to 

strength and continues to attract young people.  Anzac Day draws out that that uniquely 

Aussie quality buried deep within the Australian psyche, “mateship”
10

. 

 

The spiritual potential of this type of friendship has not yet been tapped by the church.  

For too long we have imitated “stronger cultures”
11

,  now Jesus is calling forth a new 

boldness in his people in this land.  This will be released to the degree we sense the Lord 

                                                 
6 Hearing someone speak down to us from a pulpit, making us feel judged that we are evangelistic failures, 

can never bring a missions release..   
7
 The prevalent CEO model of leadership is ultimately reflective of a spiritual confusion that images the 

Father and Son as unequal. 
8
 The idea of friendship among Christians is picked up in many English translations e.g. CEV, GNB, The 

Message, where they replace the traditional “brothers” with “friends” 
9
 At a more foundational spiritual level we are friends because we are all equally sons of God, there are no 

levels of sonship. 
10

 I believe this is at least as real for indigenous as for other Australians. 
11

 From the beginning this was the British, but in recent times the Americans.  We give thanks for Alpha, 

John Wimber, Willow Creek, Elijah House, Ellel, Purpose Driven Church, BGEA, IWT etc. but they are 

not fully contextualised/incarnational in our culture. 
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is “The Good Mate”
12

.  As he said, “Greater love has no one than this,  that someone lay 

down his life for his friends (mates).” (John 15:13). 

 

At the heart of mateship is the deeply emotive reality of “sacrificing together”.  Mateship 

was forged on the prison work gangs, in opening up the interior and at Gallipoli and the 

Kokoda Trail
13

.  Mateship can be seen in surf life savers, football teams and in any place 

people struggle together to reach a common goal.  Mates know there is no solo victory, 

that elitism brings defeat and that only when we battle together do we achieve victory 

against the odds. 

 

What is coming is a community of friends in an environment of trustful love who 

recognise the gifts God in one another and work to release these together for the common 

good without competition or one – upmanship.  In this culture, centred upon our share in 

the friendship of Jesus, the Father will be pleased to release power in the Spirit.  We will 

be surprised us by the massive creativity and effectiveness of ordinary people.  Since this 

spiritual renewal will be indigenous in form rather than imported, it will move along the 

grass roots of the culture with the potential to embed a revelation of Jesus in the national 

psyche.  As long as this movement does not relapse into old patterns of inequality, it will 

endure in the pleasure of God
14

. This is a word of excitement and anticipation for 

ordinary people. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
12

 An expression coined by the mission writer Pieter Bos, who sees this as a redemptive gift for the nations 

http://www.servingthenations.org/nationsarticle.asp?ArticleID=107 
13

 My father, whose served on the Kokoda Trail, never had a hard word for the mates he made there. 
14

 Where it becomes elitist, it will be judged. 


